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Upcoming SOM meetings:
9/1/15
•  Hist/Theory/Comp @ 11am
•  Music Education @ 11am
9/3/15
•  Curriculum @ 11am
9/8/15
•  SFSC @ 11am
9/15/15
•  Faculty @ 11am
9/17/15
•  Grad Advisory @ 11am
9/22/15
•  Equipment @ 11am
9/24/15
•  Curriculum @ 11am
9/29/15
•  Advisory @ 11am
10/1/15
•  Advisory @ 11am
Faculty Accomplishments and News (in alphabetical order):
Allison Alcorn spent three weeks in Italy this summer with a grant from the Office of  
International Studies and Programs (OISP), preparing for a School of  Music study 
abroad program that will offer course opportunities for music majors and music 
graduate students as well as for general education music students.  In June she presented 
a paper in Boston at the meetings of  the American Musical Instrument Society, hosted 
by the Museum of  Fine Arts, titled “Music 
from the Heartland: Hinners & Albertsen in 
1898 Red Wing, Minnesota.”  Allison had a 
book review published in the spring edition of  
The Diapason and an article in the summer 
edition of  the same journal as well as another 
book review published in the summer/fall 
volume of  Fides et Historia.  She taught MUS 
395 online for ISU and an online music 
appreciation course for Trinity International 
University.  In June Allison facilitated a Faculty 
Fellows workshop through the Center for 
Teaching, Learning, and Technology (CTLT) 
called “Constructivist Methods for Success in 
Content-Heavy Courses.”  She participated in 
New Faculty Orientation earlier this month in 
a panel discussion, “New Faculty 2.0” (coming 
to ISU as a veteran educator). 
Mark Babbitt returned for his 9th year as the trombone artist faculty at the Sewanee 
Summer Music Festival (SSMF) in Tennessee.  He conducted two concerts (4th of  July 
and Festival Brass), appeared as soloist with Peter Bond (Metropolitan Opera Orchestra), 
and performed several concerts with the faculty brass quintet.  His student at SSMF won 
the concerto competition performing the Tomasi Trombone Concerto.  This fall two of  
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his former ISU students start graduate work at DePaul 
University (Riley Leitch) and Michigan State University 
(Nathaniel Geiger).  
Glenn Block is kicking off  the new academic year with 
many activities and a larger, more mature ISU Symphony 
Orchestra. In September, Glenn will return to Buenos 
Aires, Argentina to be in residence for ten days to conduct 
and teach conducting at the Academia of  the famed 
Teatro Colón. He will return again to Argentina in 
November to guest conduct in Mar del Plata. During the 
second semester, Glenn will be on sabbatical and living and 
conducting full-time in Asunción, Paraguay with concerts 
throughout South America, Italy, and Asia.  During this 
past summer, several of  Dr. Block's present and past 
conducting students received noteworthy recognition.  
Chris Kelts (M.M. 2006) was appointed Director of  
Orchestras at Missouri State University, Ramiro 
Miranda (M.M. 2013) was appointed Director of  
Orchestras at Emporia State University (KS), and  Lucia 
Marin (M.M. 2010) was accepted into the Riccardo Muti 
Italian Opera Academy for summer 2015.  Current 
graduate student Noam Aviel was accepted into the 
conducting program of  the Eastern Music Festival,  
studying with Gerard Schwartz.  Another current student, 
Johannes Krohn, was accepted into the conducting 
program of  the Miami  International Music Festival.
David Collier served as Coordinator for the Concert 
Percussion Track of  the Music for All Summer 
Symposium, hosted by Ball State University, June 21-27.  
David was in charge of  auditions, supervision of  faculty, 
and taught master classes to both students and directors.  
He also presented a session for the ISU Summer Band 
Directors Workshop on July 15 titled “Improving the 
Quality of  Sound of  your Percussion Section.”  In 
addition, David had the opportunity to return to his 
“roots” sitting in on drum set in a variety of  settings this 
summer.  
Judith and Michael Dicker traveled to Germany June 6 - 
21 for a J.S. Bach “pilgrimage,” visiting Eisenach, Arnstadt, 
Erfurt, Weimar, Leipzig, and Dresden.  In Leipzig not only 
did they experience inspiring performances of  Bach’s music 
as part of  the Bach Festival, but also made visits to the 
homes of  Schumann and Mendelssohn.  The trip 
concluded in Berlin where the Dickers attended 
performances of  the Philharmonic and Staatsoper, and 
strolled through the gardens and Sans Souci Palace of  
Frederick the Great in neighboring Potsdam. 
Geoffrey Duce performed in July in London and St. 
Alfege Church, Greenwich.  He performed solo works of  
Schubert, Schumann, Liszt, and also accompanied 
members of  the Blackheath Centre for Singing.
Amy Gilreath had a very productive summer.  In May the 
Stiletto Brass Quintet was a featured guest artist on the 
opening night concert for the 2015 International Trumpet 
Guild Conference.  Amy also performed that week with the 
Monarch Brass Ensemble, receiving a rousing, lengthy 
standing ovation from the audience.  In June Amy, as 
director, led the 8th annual Orvieto Musica Trumpet Fest 
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David Collier with students from the Music for All Summer Symposium.
The Dickers enjoying the Schillergarten Restaurant, Dresden.
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SAILING
in Orvieto Italy.  Four of  her students from the ISU 
trumpet studio joined her in Italy this summer.  
Kevin Hart and the Vibe Tribe performed throughout 
Central Illinois this summer, including concerts at Miller 
Park, Connie Link Amphitheater, Peoria RiverFront's 
CEFCU Center Stage, Medici Craft Beer and Jazz Street 
Fair, and Concerts on the Quad.  The band has upcoming 
performances at Lock Stock and Barrel in Decatur on 
September 19, Jazz UpFront in Bloomington on October 
23, and Robbie's in Springfield on October 30.
Kate Lewis served as principal violist for the Peoria Bach 
Festival, which included a performance of  Brandenburg 
Concerto No. 6.  Additionally she was on the Artist Faculty 
for the Sewanee Summer Music Festival where she taught 
master classes, performed chamber music, and
coordinated the chamber music program. Kate also taught 
at the ISU String Project day camp this summer.
Joseph Manfredo conducted the Festival Band for the 
2015 Leonard Falcone International Tuba and Euphonium 
Competition.  As part of  the festival, Joe conducted the 
world premier of  Cross Roads for Euphonium and Wind 
Ensemble by Brian Balmages.  Lance LaDuke was the 
euphonium soloist.  He also hosted 10 instrumental music 
educators from the Hinsdale school district on August 20, 
leading a professional development workshop on literacy in 
the instrumental music classroom.  Joe also reports that T.J. 
Mitchell, a recent music education graduate of  the School 
of  Music, was awarded the 2015 Excellence in Teaching 
Award.  T.J. received this award despite being a first year 
teacher at New Prairie Middle School in New Carlisle, 
Indiana.  The award is presented to teachers throughout 
the Northwest Indiana and Southwest Michigan 
communities.  Congratulations to T.J!
Leslie Manfredo sang in the Peoria Bach Festival Choir
May 31-June 7, performing Cantata 147 "Herz und Mund 
und Tat und Leben" (Heart and Mouth and Deeds and 
Life), from which comes the famous "Jesu, Joy of  Man's 
Desiring."  Cantatas 190, 133, and 65 were also performed.  
On June 24-25 at Illinois State, Leslie coordinated 
registration for the attendees of  the Illinois Chapter of  the 
American Choral Directors Association (ACDA) Summer 
Retreat Conference.  She has served as treasurer for the 
Illinois State Chapter of  ACDA for the last four years and 
has now completed her term of  office.
Kim McCord traveled with a team from the Metcalf  
Laboratory School in early May to observe music 
education programs in the top-rated schools of  Finland and 
at the Resonaari Music Centre in Helsinki.  She and 
Metcalf  general music teacher Donna Zawatski 
presented a master class for area music teachers and music 
education students at the Sibelius Academy in Helsinki. 
The team from Metcalf  and Kim presented on “The 
Metcalf  Laboratory School and Collaboration in Music 
Education” at the University of  Helsinki.  At Resonaari the 
Metcalf  team studied Figurenotes, a very successful 
adapted music notation system that was developed for 
adults with disabilities who are learning to play rock band 
instruments.  As a result, this year Kim is teaching a 7th 
and 8th grade general music program for Metcalf  students 
who do not enjoy performing in ensembles due to 
disabilities or struggle with reading traditional music 
notation.  Following Finland the Metcalf  team traveled to 
Salzburg, Austria at the invitation of  the Orff  Institute.  
Donna and Kim presented a master class on “Students 
with Hearing and Vision Loss in the Orff  Ensemble.”  
Completing the month of  May, Kim presented at the 
Mountain Lake Colloquium for teachers of  general music 
methods on “A Process of  Evolution: Transforming 
Perceptions of  Traditionally Identified Music Education 
Approaches and Transforming Music for Students with 
Disabilities: A Social Justice Approach.”  In late May, 8th 
grade student Stephanie Chow, who plays jazz guitar in 
Kim’s Metcalf  Orffcats, received a Downbeat Magazine 
award in rock/pop improvisation.  Kim was listed on the 
award as Stephanie’s teacher.  She also was a guest lecturer 
at Northwestern University on the topic of  special music 
education.  In June, Kim was awarded a $2,000 Harmon 
Arts Grant for the “Music for All Sensory-Friendly 
Concerts for Children and Adults with Disabilities.”  In 
July, Kim presented in Chicago at Columbia College for 
the Straight Ahead Jazz Camp for Chicago-area teachers of 
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jazz.  Following that she spent a week at the famed 
Tennessee Arts Academy, teaching 90 elementary general 
music teachers.  July concluded with a trip to Glasgow, 
Scotland for the International Society for Music Education 
board meetings and planning for the World Conference in 
July 2016.  While in Scotland, Kim completed sabbatical 
research at Drake Music Scotland and then traveled to 
Belfast, Northern Ireland to observe at Drake Music 
Belfast.  Drake Music Scotland is one of  the leading 
programs for children with disabilities and they test most of 
the cutting edge assistive music technology.  While in 
Edinburgh, she consulted on a project to develop materials 
for children.  In August doctoral student Breanna Evans 
successfully defend her doctoral dissertation, “Sexual 
Minority Educators and Public Disclosure: How Identity 
and Culture Influence Decisions To Be Out in the School 
Setting.”  Kim has served on Bre’s dissertation committee 
for two years with colleagues in the College of  Education.  
Locally, Kim was also appointed to the Mental Health 
Matters Campus Program Task Force.
Paul Nolen joined Martin Seggelke and the San 
Francisco Wind Ensemble onstage at the famous California 
Theatre in San Jose, CA in July for the prestigious opening 
concert of  the biannual international World Association for 
Symphonic Bands and Ensembles (WASBE) Conference. 
They performed Roy Magnuson¹s concerto for soprano 
saxophone and wind ensemble titled “Book of  the Dead.”  
The performance was a great success, and a live CD will 
soon be released on Mark Custom Records.  WASBE is the 
only international organization of  wind band conductors, 
composers, performers, publishers, teachers, and 
instrument makers, with members from more than 50 
countries. It is the only organization completely dedicated 
to enhancing the quality of  the wind band throughout the 
world.  The San Francisco Wind Ensemble, founded and 
conducted by Martin, is comprised of  some of  the leading 
musicians in the Bay Area.  The mission of  this unique 
ensemble is to bring world-class performances of  the finest 
wind ensemble repertoire to audiences in the Bay Area 
communities and beyond.  
Steve Parsons performed two concerts with the St. Louis 
Symphony Orchestra at the end of  June.
Daniel Schuetz concertized with Michelle Vought, 
May Favis (mezzo-soprano), Patty Foltz (piano), and David 
Gresham for the Concerts on the Quad, "Singing Under 
the Stars" performance on July 27.  Daniel also performed 
on the Charles W. Bolen Faculty Recital Series at Uptown 
Galleries on August 23, presenting "Come Ye Sons of  Art" 
by Purcell, and works by Bach, Cavalli, Caldara, Britten, 
and Dessin.  Collaborative artists included Glenn Block, 
Tuyen Tonnu, Amy Gilreath, Sarah Gentry, Adriana 
Ransom, Judith Dicker, Christiana Reader, 
Michelle Vought, Joan Schuetz (soprano), Jennifer 
Schuetz (mezzo-soprano), and students Mallory 
Konstans, Nicole Gillotti, Wen-Chi Chiu, David 
Merz, Josh Ramseyer, and Katherine Cosenza.
David Snyder was active this summer with a research 
presentation at the Instrumental Music Teacher Educator’s 
Biennial Colloquium outside of  Cleveland, Ohio on May 
14-16.  His research poster focused on recent data collected 
on the edTPA assessment that will go live this fall for all 
Illinois student teachers.  David also conducted the 7th 
grade band at the Unit 5 Junior High Band Camp June 
1-5, as well as the Symphonic Band at the ISU Junior High 
Band Camp July 12-18.  Also in July, David taught a session 
on the new Core Arts Standards at the Band Director’s 
Workshop hosted by Joe Manfredo.
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Upcoming Events and the University 
Calendar!  
All events scheduled through Peggy DeHaven in CE 
225 will be listed on the University Calendar.  
Please check your events for accuracy and let Peggy know 
if  corrections need to be made.  If  your event does not yet 
have a description included, send text to Peggy so that 
she may add it to your event announcement.  
News, Announcements, and Reminders
Request and Approval of  Outside Employment
If  you are a tenure-track faculty member and have been 
contracted by an outside employer, you are required to file a 
PERS 927.  If  you filed a PERS 927 last fall, please 
remember to file a PERS 928.  
Syllabi Needed
Please remember to send electronic copies of  your fall syllabi 
to Mona Hubbard at mmubba@ilstu.edu.  
Safety Reminders
Please remember to lock your office door when working 
outside of  regular business hours.  Also, if  you need an escort 
at night, call Redbird Safe Walk at 438-8631.
Piano Humidification Control
Please keep piano humidification units plugged in at all times.  
If  a piano must be unplugged, please plug it in ASAP.
Concert Hall Lights
When rehearsing in the Concert Hall, please use PRESET 9 
whenever possible.  This will extend the life of  the lamps.
Classroom Projectors
Please turn projectors off  immediately after use.  Units are 
being found on in the evenings and on weekends.
Lock Doors
Please remember to lock doors behind you when the room is 
not in use.  Report doors found unlocked to the SOM Office.
Upcoming Concerts, Important Dates
9/8   	 Hearing Convocation @11am - CPA
9/13	 Wind Symphony @ 3pm - CPA
9/15	 DiMartino/Ponzo Recital @ 8pm - KRH
9/17	 Symphonic Winds @ 8pm - CPA
9/20	 Choral Showcase @ 3pm - CPA
9/20	 Symphony Orchestra @ 7pm - CPA
9/25	 Jazz Ensemble I @ 8pm - CPA
9/26 	 Transfer Audition Day @ 9am - Campus
10/3	 Vought Studio Recital @ 11am - KRH
10/4	 Adriana Ransom Recital @ 1pm - KRH
10/4	 Wind Symphony @ 3pm - CPA
10/4	 Evening of  Brass @ 7pm - CPA
10/6	 Performance Convocation @ 11am - CPA
10/8	 Symphonic Band/UBand @ 8pm - CPA
10/9	 Molina/Arakawa Recital @ 7pm - KRH
10/10	 Music for All @ 11am - CPA
10/11	 Violin Studio Recital @ 5pm - KRH
10/12	 Chamber Winds @ 8pm - KRH
10/14	 Fac String Quartet @ 7:30pm - KRH	
10/15	 Chris Vivio Recital @ 7:30pm - KRH
10/15	 Symphonic Winds @ 8pm - CPA
10/17	 Band Day @ all day - Hancock Stadium
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2015 -2016 Audition Dates
Saturday, 9/26/15	 Transfers for spring 2016 admission
Saturday, 12/5/16	 For fall 2016 admission
Saturday, 1/23/16	 For fall 2016 admission (in Chicago)
Friday, 2/5/16	 For fall 2016 admission
Saturday, 2/6/16	 For fall 2016 admission
Saturday, 2/13/16	 For fall 2016 admission
Saturday, 4/2/16	 For fall 2016 admission
All Saturday auditions for fall 2016 admission begin at 
9:00am in the Concert Hall.  Faculty involved in 
auditions should be in the CPA lobby by 8:45am.  The 
Friday audition on 2/5/16 will begin after 3:00pm.
